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TAMPA - The thankless task of being an artist and an unprecedented number of women in powerful positions are the subjects of films made by two Forest Hills women.

Victoria Jorgensen, 52, owner of A Business Printing and Promotions, 123 W. Seneca Ave., has a film called 'A Moving Feast' at this year's Independents' Film Festival in September.

Jorgensen's 35-minute documentary about young filmmakers in Tampa during the late 1970s will be previewed at 7 p.m. Aug. 16 at the Education Channel, 703 N. Willow Ave., in south Tampa.

'It's really about why true artists create when all they're given is a pat on the back,' Jorgensen said about her film. 'There's not much money in it.'

'Ten at the Top,' by Renee Warmack, 42, will be previewed during the same time at the Education Channel, in its 14th year of hosting the festival. Warmack, who received assistance from Jorgensen in making her first documentary, knows what her new friend means by 'thankless.'

She said the film cost her about $22,000, and now she is in debt.

But Warmack said it was well worth it.

'I don't know that I've been more passionate about anything else in my life,' she said. 'It was bizarre. I just wanted to let people know what happened in my hometown.'

Her documentary profiles 10 women holding top government positions at the same time. They are Hillsborough County Schools Superintendent MaryEllen Elia; county Administrator Pat Bean; Clerk of the Circuit Court Pat Frank; Tampa Postmaster Nancy Fryrear; University of South Florida President Judy Genshaft; public defender Julianne Holt; Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio; Hillsborough Community College President Gwendolyn Stephenson; Children's Board of Hillsborough County CEO Luanne Panacek; and former MacDill Air Force Base commander Col. Margaret Woodward.

Jorgensen started making movies 30 years ago.

She stopped because of the costs but started again in 2002 'because I couldn't not do it anymore,' she said.

Jorgensen's film details what inspired her years ago - USF's Chinsegut Film Conference. Chinsegut is an annex of the university in Brooksville.

The festival featured films by developing artists such as Les Blank, who specializes in documentaries about traditional American musicians, and multimedia artist Pat Oleszko.

Jorgensen said Chinsegut affected her life. She received a $3,000 grant through the Arts Council of Hillsborough County. 'But it's never enough,' she said.

Jorgensen was raised in Forest Hills and returned in 1986 after working in New York City. She took over A Business Printing and Promotions in 1990 after her father died.

Jorgensen said she likes Forest Hills because it has the right blend of diversity, safety and lack of snobbery.

'I love the neighborhood,' she said. 'It's my favorite in Tampa, and that's why I moved back here.'

Warmack's film premiered in March, Women's History Month, on PBS outlet WEDU, Channel 3. She said it took her a year to make, and 'it almost killed me' while working full time as manager of special projects for the Children's Board of Hillsborough County.

She left the board to pursue freelance opportunities and plans to follow up on her documentary. Warmack said she is amazed by what she learned from her interviews.

'Many of these women didn't have a blueprint laid out,' she said. 'Iorio didn't know she wanted to be mayor of Tampa when she graduated high school.'

As well as the August previews, both documentaries will be shown with other festival selections at 8 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays on The Education Channel - Channel 18 on Brighthouse, and Channel 32 on Verizon - through September.

The documentaries also may be shown at Tampa Theatre or Channelside Cinemas 9 as top selections for the festival. Education Channel spokeswoman Laura Tierney said selections are being judged.

Reporter Harold Valentine can be reached at (813) 865-1526 or hvalentine@tampatrib.com.
